
Celebrating Wawira Njiru:

A Beacon of Hope and Innovation

In the spirit of celebrating monumental achievements within the African diaspora

community, we are thrilled to spotlight a remarkable leader among us, Wawira

Njiru, the visionary founder of Food For Education. Wawira's dedication to

addressing hunger and enhancing education through nutritious meals has not

only transformed lives but also earned her prestigious recognitions: the 2024

Skoll Award for Social Innovation and the Lipman Prize.

Wawira, a graduate of ADN’s Builders of Africa’s Future program, began her

journey with Food For Education with a dream to make a tangible di�erence in

children's lives, ensuring they receive the essential nutrition necessary for

learning and growth. Her impact is a testament to what visionary leadership,

coupled with community support, can achieve.

In 2023, Wawira shared her inspiring journey at the BAF graduation as our

keynote speaker, leaving an indelible mark on our hearts. As members of the

African Diaspora Network, it's our privilege to celebrate and amplify the stories of

leaders like Wawira who are building bridges of hope and prosperity across

communities.

https://skoll.org/2024/04/02/skoll-foundation-announces-the-winners-of-2024-skoll-award-for-social-innovation/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://news.wharton.upenn.edu/press-releases/2024/03/2024-lipman-family-prize-winners-named/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://africandiasporanetwork.org/builders-of-africas-future/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Let us take a moment to commend Wawira Njiru for her unwavering

commitment and signi�cant achievements. Her story is a beacon of inspiration

for all of us, reminding us of the power of purpose-driven action.

Learn more about Food for Education

 

Meet the SYSE Cohort

Introducing the third and latest cohort of Start Your Social Enterprise (SYSE)! This

dynamic group is comprised of 13 Sisters from Kenya, Uganda and Zambia. These

Sisters are making an impact in their communities in sectors such as Farming,

Education, Food Processing, Soap Production, and Empowerment. Kicking o� their

training in late February, these budding social entrepreneurs are poised to make

signi�cant strides in their communities. As SYSE graduates, they gain eligibility to

join the esteemed Builders of Africa's Future (BAF) program, further amplifying their

potential for impact. Scheduled to graduate the �rst week of June, we extend our

heartfelt congratulations and warmly welcome them to the ADN family of impact.

Together, we're poised to create meaningful change and drive sustainable

development across the globe.

Learn More about SYSE

 

https://food4education.org/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://africandiasporanetwork.org/start-your-social-enterprise-cohort-3/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://africandiasporanetwork.org/builders-of-africas-future/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://africandiasporanetwork.org/start-your-social-enterprise/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


ABLE Information Session

Join us for an engaging and informative ABLE Information Session on May 10th at

7:00 AM PDT/ 10:00 AM EDT! In this 60-minute Zoom meeting, you'll gain valuable

insights that will prepare you for the Accelerating Black Leadership and

Entrepreneurship (ABLE) program that will launch on May 15th. You will learn about

the key components to craft a successful and competitive application. 

Don't miss this opportunity to take the �rst step towards unlocking your

entrepreneurial potential with ABLE.

Register Now

 

Mentor for BAF and ABLE

https://bit.ly/ABLE24InformationSession?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Two new cohorts of entrepreneurs for the Builders of Africa’s Future and

Accelerating Black Leadership and Entrepreneurship programs will launch this

spring. If you are interested in volunteering to help ADN select the next up-and-

coming ventures to participate in the accelerator programs, please �ll out the form

here.

According to a study by Forbes, 92% of small business owners agree that mentors

have a direct impact on the growth and survival of their business. You can make an

impact in these African and Black-owned businesses through mentorship! Apply to

mentor African start-ups here and Black-Owned businesses based in the United

States here.

 

 Congratulations to Top 50 Women

Leaders of San Jose!

 

Congratulations to the 2024 Top 50 Women Leaders of San Jose! Selected by

Women We Admire, these women are making a tremendous impact in their

industries. Among the women selected is Almaz Negash, CEO and Founder of

African Diaspora Network. Thank you to each one of these ladies for trailblazing the

path forward in hospitality, retail, healthcare, manufacturing, and professional

services, and more.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TYMWQr9i2YRxgNm_VUOr5kcOrO8gYGwR6nGQMg2QZhk/edit?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfmdrcXeuH8MgH4qKQMz4-9zQ28zXVGeO9WcLySI69LEOtL5g/viewform?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdgelfkCTD-bs_biEuxkFcBwDkNLIoFYB5J5fFn240l2aTejg/viewform?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Meet the Awardees

Support African Diaspora Network

Looking to have a more active role as a member of African Diaspora Network?

Learn more about ways to engage:

Invite a friend to subscribe to our newsletter by sending them the link here

Follow us on social media: Facebook, Twitter, LinkedIn, Instagram

Subscribe to our YouTube channel

Give Through Silicon Valley Community Foundation (SVCF) Donor-advised fund

Mentor entrepreneurs participating in our ABLE and/or BAF programs. Contact

Brett Cave, Entrepreneurship Programs Manager at

 brett@africandiasporanetwork.org to learn more.

Be an organizational sponsor and support the African Diaspora Network to

bring together diverse people from around the world to collaborate and work

together. Support ADN HERE

Fill out the ADN Engagement form here.

Engagement Opportunities

 

A Special Thank You to Our Funders

See full list here.

https://thewomenweadmire.com/2024/04/09/the-top-50-women-leaders-of-san-jose-for-2024/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://secure.everyaction.com/wgevet4af06syKPTZQShJQ2?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.facebook.com/africandiasporanetwork?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://twitter.com/AfricanDNetwork?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.linkedin.com/company/african-diaspora-network?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.instagram.com/africandiasporanetwork?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj2FHftUL64amd18lTQKEEQ/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://community.siliconvalleycf.org/community-login?bm=-1624653465&emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
mailto:brett@africandiasporanetwork.org
https://secure.everyaction.com/VUkX318kPUi9ocm5B0PhmQ2?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://secure.everyaction.com/J4_-M10gMEaubiOQ4sJfrA2?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://secure.everyaction.com/J4_-M10gMEaubiOQ4sJfrA2?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://africandiasporanetwork.org/our-funders/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}


Media Coverage
See full list here.

https://africandiasporanetwork.org/adn-in-the-media/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
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https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj2FHftUL64amd18lTQKEEQ/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCj2FHftUL64amd18lTQKEEQ/?emci=5686957e-2ef8-ee11-aaf0-7c1e52017038&emdi=ea000000-0000-0000-0000-000000000001&ceid={{ContactsEmailID}}

